
 

 
 

NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

June 13, 2022, 7:00 P.M. 

Senior Center, 275 Prospect St & via GoToMeeting 
PRESENT:   

Members: Ernie Paciorkowski, Brian Hachey, Rob Bamber, Joe Sheehan, Debbie Holmwood 

(participating remotely), and Associate Member Derek Mason 

Also present: Paul Halkiotis, Planning Director & Sarah Bouchard, Assistant Planner 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski who opened with an introduction of 

guidelines for virtually held meetings via the platform GoToMeeting.  
 

Public Hearings:  
 

Major Project Special Public Hearing & Site Plan Review, 800 Washington Street, Norwood 

Hospital; James Hilliard Esq. representing Steward Health Care 

 

The Chairman gave guidance regarding what was to be discussed and asked the public to tailor 

questions specifically to the applications being reviewed. He explained the hearing process, and 

introduced DPW Director Mr Mark Ryan, and the peer review engineer for the Board, Mr. 

Matthew Moyen PE, Tetra Tech. 

Attorney Hilliard introduced the speakers of the evening and individuals present for the Norwood 

Hospital project then provided a brief history. Engineer Mr. Steve VanNess gave an overview of 

the existing and proposed work.  The design architect from Smith Group, Andrew Brumbach, 

gave a PowerPoint presentation (titled Norwood Hospital Replacement June 13, 2022).  

Slides: location plan with new proposed hospital campus design (internal and external design, 

landscaping, entrances/loading/traffic), and visual renderings of the proposed completed hospital 

and parking garage from all street views.  

Mr. Jack O’Leary PE, Green Seal Environmental continued with the PowerPoint presentation.  

He described the site as 10.7 acres comprised of the old hospital site plus the parking lot and the 

areas of Linden and Winter Streets (which were voted to be abandoned at Town Meeting last 

spring.)  He said the hospital will continue to use parking across the street on Broadway.  He 

stated there would be no basement and discussed the elevations of the building and site.  He gave 

an overview of the proposed stormwater design, soil types, infiltration, and percentage of 

impervious surfaces.  Regarding utilities, he said due to it being a hospital, everything was 

duplicated.  He noted there would be generators and that additional hydrants would be added.   

Mr. Robert Michaud of MDM Transportation Consultants gave an overview of the traffic impact 

access study and noted there were 13 intersections that were evaluated.  He also reviewed the 

parking study and showed the projected peak parking demand results. Mr. Michaud touched on 

proposed improvements to pedestrian traffic and safety. Construction management related to 

traffic were also discussed by Mr. Michaud, the Board, the DPW director, and Mr. Halkiotis.   

 

Mr. Brumbach and the landscape architect, Ms. Cheryl Zuellig, reviewed the planting plan details 

and site features. Discussion was had regarding making the project, specifically the parking 
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garage, greener and/or more attractive (such as an applied façade as suggested by Mr. Mason) as 

well as keeping existing, larger trees.   

Mr. Halkiotis discussed his review memo and Tetra Tech’s review comments.  He noted that 

there was a 275 space parking lot off East Hoyle Street near the railroad tracks that was 

previously used for hospital employee parking and is proposed to be temporarily used as the 

construction storage area.  He stated that it was in very poor condition and would need to be 

reconstructed, which the hospital has agreed to.  He recommended to the Board that those 

reconstruction details not be immediately required but rather that they include it as a condition of 

approval where the hospital would provide a plan, stormwater management, landscaping, and 

lighting details.  Mr. Halkiotis also mentioned noise concerns/mitigation, heliport requirements, 

signage, lighting, and charging stations. Mr. Ryan discussed his comment letter and said he would 

like to see the revisions added to the plan.  Mr. Moyen reviewed Tetra Tech’s main concerns 

including safety/lighting, building height including utilities (which was said could be addressed 

by a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals), adding the parking lot to the plans, truck 

movement related to the loading area in the back, and fundamental concerns regarding 

stormwater.  Mr. Moyen, Mr. Ryan, and Mr. Halkiotis all stated that the issues could be resolved 

with additional work.   

Discussion was had regarding the Norwood flood of 2020 and how the new hospital and campus 

design mitigates the flooding hazard; no basement, grading to move water away from the 

building, and increased elevation of the building/slab.   

The Chair asked for final comments from the Board related to each of the permits and site plan 

approval requested and then opened the floor to public comment. 

 

Town Meeting member Ms. Judith Howard asked about the impact to residents during the 

demolition phase.  One of the members from the hospital project team addressed Ms. Howard’s 

question and detailed the oversight/monitoring.  

 

Ms. Ann Marie Haley of 187 Nichols Street asked about a pedestrian walkway covering.  A 

member of the hospital team said it was not shown on the plan but that it would be a covered 

walkway.  She also asked about parking and traffic.  Mr. Michaud provided additional details and 

responded to her questions.  

 

Town Meeting member Mr. Joseph Greeley spoke positively of the hospital reconstruction, 

discussed water retention/stormwater, the helipad, keeping construction vehicles off residential 

streets, and the storage of hazardous materials. 

 

Mr. William Naumann of 62 Winter Street spoke positively of the ability to get to the emergency 

room from inside the site unlike the previous hospital design. 

 

Mr. William Duquette of 849 Washington Street expressed concern about the location of the 

helipad in relation to the street. Referring to the site plan, Mr. Michaud showed the resident and 

Board where the helipad would be located (100’ setback from East Hoyle at its closest point to a 

street.) 

Town Meeting member Mr. Steven Eosco asked a question about the access to the parking 

garage.  

 

The Board reviewed possible conditions of approval: requirements for future reconstruction of the 

auxiliary parking lot/employee parking area, future signage, and transportation demand 

management measurements that are included in the traffic management plan (page 6).  
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Mr. Hilliard reiterated the time constraints and asked the Board to either approve or to review the 

hospital applications at the next earliest possible meeting date.  He also asked that the conditions 

of approval be written and agreed upon by all parties so at the next meeting they could be voted 

upon.  Ms. Holmwood asked that the applicant provide information sooner so everyone would 

have adequate time to review and ask questions.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Hachey made a motion to continue the public hearing to June 27th at 7:40 p.m.  

Motion was seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.              
 

Adjournment. 
 

MOTION:  Ms. Holmwood made a motion to adjourn.  

Motion was seconded by Mr. Bamber.   

VOTE: 5-0. Motion passed.   
 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:35 p.m.            

Next hybrid meeting: June 27, 2022, 7 p.m. at The Norwood Senior Center, 275 Prospect St. & 

remotely via GoToMeeting.  


